
 

 

 
 

ACRISURE ARENA CELEBRATES TOPPING OUT CEREMONY  
WITH BEAM PLACEMENT ON FEBRUARY 16  

 
New World-Class Sports & Entertainment Venue to Open December 2022 

 
PALM SPRINGS, CA (February 16, 2022) – Acrisure Arena, the world-class venue designed specifically 
for Coachella Valley, is marking a major milestone of construction with its “Topping Out” beam placement 
on the more than 300,000 square-foot venue. There are roughly 5,100 structural steel pieces totaling 2,737 
tons of structural steel. There are four (4) box trusses that make up the Arena high roof ranging in weight 
from 156 tons to 237 tons for a total of 809 tons. The Topping Out beam indicates the steel-framing 
structural phase of a project is complete. To celebrate this major construction milestone, Acrisure Arena 
hosted a Topping Out Ceremony on the morning of Wednesday, February 16. 
  
Traditional “topping out” ceremonies on construction sites have a centuries-old history with a tree affixed to 
the final beam as a symbol to show no structure is taller [in spirit] than a tree. In modern times, the topping 
out ceremony is an opportunity to celebrate the construction workers and thank them for their contributions 
to a safe jobsite.  
 
“This is a very special milestone for Acrisure Arena,” said John Bolton, general manager of Acrisure Arena 
and SVP Oak View Group Facilities. “The placement of the Topping Out steel beam marks the completion 
of one of our biggest moments of construction to date. We are humbled and honored to have over 140 
unionized tradesmen and women dedicated to making the first arena in Riverside County safe and 
successful.  We can’t wait to begin enclosing the Arena and opening our doors later this year.” 
 
The landmark occasion was commemorated when ironworkers placed one of the final steel beams on the 
11,500+ seat venue in the attendance of the construction and design team and Acrisure Arena key 
stakeholders. This event and the signing of the beam symbolized a celebration of all the hard-working men 
and women that took part in constructing Acrisure Arena over the past year. 
 
“We have built Arenas and are building Arenas for OVG all over the United States and they are committed 
to delivering the absolute best entertainment experience for their patrons. Coachella Valley will be no 
exception, this is going to be a world-class facility,” said Bob Hart, executive vice president, and regional 
manager, AECOM Hunt.  
 
“The behind-the-scenes work on these types of facilities starts way before the community starts to see any 
activity on site,” said Bill Deiter, project executive, AECOM Hunt. “Now that the community can begin to 
see the progress, the excitement and anticipation starts to build toward the grand opening. We at AECOM 
Hunt share in that excitement and enjoy engaging in the community’s interest in the project. This is what 
we do… we love building sports venues.”  
 



 

 

Since starting construction in June 2021, more than 160 workers have been on-site each day with 43 
separate subcontractors working on the Arena. The project is privately funded at no risk to Riverside County 
taxpayers. Construction of the new arena is expected to create hundreds of permanent and temporary jobs 
for the community. Additionally, during construction, more than 75% of labor has been sourced from 
Riverside County. 
 
Acrisure Arena will be located in the heart of the Coachella Valley on 43.35 acres of land at I-10 and Cook 
Street, land owned by the H.N. and Frances C. Berger Foundation. The arena will be more than 300,000 
square feet and feature 11,500 seats, including modern suites and four premium hospitality clubs available 
only to 920 Premium Seats and Suite ticketholders. It will be the home of the Seattle Kraken’s American 
Hockey League (AHL) team, the Coachella Valley Firebirds, and include an adjoining facility that will serve 
as a year-round community gathering space and the training center for the AHL team. 
 
With a focus on prioritizing technology, sustainability, and green initiatives, Acrisure Arena features ten 
solar panel canopies covering approximately 220 parking spaces as well as electric vehicle charging 
stations for parking. The project has also implemented a Construction Waste Recycling Plan, which has 
recycled more than 265 tons of construction materials to date and is less than 9% from achieving its overall 
total project goal, adding $13,000 of approximate savings to the project.  
 
The world-class arena will also be built for music and host the best and biggest names in the music industry 
on an annual basis. In addition to sports and entertainment, the arena will accommodate conventions, large 
meetings, international events as well as award shows and exhibitions. The arena is projected to open in 
the last quarter of 2022.  
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Downloadable, high-resolution renderings are available here. 

 
About Acrisure Arena 
America’s hottest music festival destination is finally getting the world-class arena it deserves. Opening in 
the Fall of 2022, the Acrisure Arena will provide the greater Palm Springs area of Southern California with 
a premiere 11,500+ seat venue to host the biggest artists and acts on the planet. Designed specifically for 
hockey and concerts, the new arena will provide top-tier hospitality, artist amenities, and all of the benefits 
of a modern music and sports venue. In addition, the facility will serve as the new home of the American 
Hockey League affiliate of the Seattle Kraken.  
 
The Acrisure Arena is a $250+ million project that is being 100% privately funded through outstanding 
partners Oak View Group, Seattle Kraken, and Live Nation. Learn more at AcrisureArena.com and follow 
Acrisure Arena on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 
 
About the Coachella Valley Firebirds 
The Coachella Valley Firebirds are the AHL’s 32nd Franchise and the affiliate of the Seattle Kraken. The 
team is set to play its inaugural season in 2022-2023 at the Acrisure Arena. Visit www.CVfirebirds.com for 
the latest news and information. 
 



 

 

About Oak View Group (OVG) 
Oak View Group (OVG) is a global sports and entertainment company founded by Tim Leiweke and Irving 
Azoff in 2015. OVG is focused on being a positive disruption to business as usual in the sports and live 
entertainment industry and currently has eight divisions across four global offices (Los Angeles, New York, 
London, and Philadelphia). OVG leads the operations of Climate Pledge Arena at Seattle Center and UBS 
Arena in Belmont Park, NY as well as arena development projects for Moody Center in Austin, TX; 
Acrisure Arena in Palm Springs, CA; Co-op Live in Manchester, UK; and redevelopment projects for the 
newly opened Enmarket Arena in Savannah, GA; Bell Bank Park in Mesa, AZ; and projects for Arena 
São Paulo in São Paulo, BZ; Royal Farms Arena in Baltimore, MD; FirstOntario Centre Arena in 
Hamilton, ON; and a New Arena in Cardiff, Wales. Learn more at OakViewGroup.com, and follow OVG on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 
 
About Live Nation Entertainment: 
Live Nation Entertainment (LYV) is the world’s leading live entertainment company comprising the following 
global market leaders: Ticketmaster, Live Nation Concerts, and Live Nation Sponsorship. For additional 
information, visit https://livenationentertainment.com/. 
  
About Creative Artists Agency/CAA ICON: 
A division of leading entertainment and sports agency Creative Artists Agency (CAA), CAA ICON is the 
world’s-leading owners representative and strategic management consulting firm for public and private 
sports and entertainment facility owners/operators, professional franchises, and leagues. With more than 
50 sports, entertainment, and public assembly projects and over 1,500 consulting engagements, CAA ICON 
has managed the development of many of the most successful venues around the world, spanning 11 
professional sports leagues, totaling nearly $20 billion.  CAA ICON offers world-class service in the areas 
of project management, strategic advisory, feasibility, and planning, and beyond. 
  
Media Contacts: 
 
Sam Threadgill and Larry Solters 
Scoop Marketing for Acrisure Arena & Oak View Group 
818-761-6100 
sthreadgill@solters.com, solters@solters.com 
 
 
 
 


